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The time has come," the walrus said, "to speak of many things, of seas and ships and sealing 
wax, of cabbages and kings." In case you've forgotten, that comes from Alice in Wonderland. 
We aren't looking for a cabbage or a king. We aren't in Wonderland, either. We're in Medford, 
we're looking for a pastor, and the time has come to form a Call Committee.  
 
 Do not confuse the Call Committee with the Nominating Committee. The Nominating 
Committee is in the business of finding Congregation voting members to run for the various 
offices of the Congregation--people who will be the treasurer, the financial secretary, and 
council members. Your Nominating Committee is working right now and will present a slate of 
candidates for election to Council positions at the Congregation Meeting January 31st. If you 
want to run for a Congregation Council position you should contact Ted Menold or Luann Lane. 
 

According to the Constitution you adopted December 13th, the Congregation President will appoint a Call Committee of 
no more than seven voting members of the Congregation. Two of the appointees will be members of the Congregation 
Council. All the appointments must be approved by the Council. The Call Committee will have a Chairperson who may 
not be one of the Congregation Council members. They will select a member to keep the record. If you are interested in 
serving on the Call Committee you should contact President Marie Wehage. Remember that the Call Committee will be 
an arduous task, meeting weekly and requiring active participation.  
 
I will convene the Call Committee for its first meeting and I will continue to work with the Call Committee as they prepare 
a "Congregation Mission Profile." That Profile describes the ministry of Ascension Lutheran Church--where we have 
been, where we are now, and where we want to go in the future. In order to prepare the profile the Call Committee will 
host several congregational gatherings in order to hear your opinions and concerns.  
 
There will also be an opportunity for nominations from the Congregation. If you know a pastor whom you think could 
serve this Congregation you may nominate that pastor. Nominations will be sent to the Bishop's Office. Nomination does 
not guarantee that a pastor will be interviewed. The pastor may decline to be interviewed or the pastor's skills and 
interests may not fit the needs of Ascension Lutheran Church. Please remember that neither Pastor Amanda nor I are 
available for this call. 
 
The Bishop will send the names of four or five pastors to the Call Committee, along with their mobility forms. The Call 
Committee will contact each pastor, check references, and decide whether or not to bring the candidates to Medford for 
a visit and conversation. Remember that there are two sides to these interviews: The Call Committee decides whether 
candidates are right for Ascension and the candidates decides whether Ascension is right for them. There will be 
opportunities for the Congregation to meet the candidates.  Also remember that Ascension Lutheran Church pays the 
expenses of travel, meals, and lodging.  
 
When the Call Committee begins interviewing candidates I will not be part of the meetings. It's not my job to tell the Call 
Committee whom your next pastor should be. When the Call Committee has made their choice they will release the 
other candidates and ask the Congregation Council to set a Congregation Call Meeting. The Congregation will vote on 
the call as recommended by the Call Committee. A two thirds majority vote of a quorum of the Congregation is required 
for a call. Remember that this meeting is a constitutional procedure. The Bishop will have a representative at the meeting 
to oversee the election.  
 
When a candidate has accepted your call to pastoral ministry arrangements will be made to move the pastor and family 
to Medford. The costs of moving are paid by the congregation. When the Pastor arrives the Call Committee will arrange 
for an installation service and you will move forward into the future.  
 
Carry on in Joy! 
Pastor Zane   
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January Brings Two 
 Special Worship Services 

 
     In January, there will be two special 
worship services. The first service will be on 
Epiphany, Wednesday, January 6 at 6:30 
PM with communion. Then on Sunday, 
January 24 we will celebrate the sharing of 
our gifts and talents while doing God’s Work 
in our community. Anyone who does 
volunteer work in our community is invited to 
wear their volunteer uniform or attire to 
worship. For example, volunteers for Habitat 
for Humanity who have a Habitat shirt are 
encouraged to wear it to church, if you are a 
pink lady at the hospital then wear your 
uniform, or if you volunteer to coach a YMCA 
or other youth sports team then wear your 
coach’s outfit to church. Let us see how 
many ways we do God’s Work in our 
community.  
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Meet Charles F. 
 
Charles, Ascension's new choir director, was born in Portland, Oregon.  Charles 
also lived in Oklahoma and South Dakota with his parents and three brothers.  His 
father was a Baptist minister. Charles began singing in the church at the age of 
five.  Music was important in the his household, and Charles grew up singing as 

well as playing the piano and organ, and the clarinet and bass clarinet. 
 
Charles received his Bachelor of Music degree at the University of South Dakota, of which he says 
there is one.  He moved to Los Angeles in 1965 to go to the University of Southern California 
where he received his Masters and Doctoral degrees. 
 
Charles has always had a great love for the music of the church. For the past forty-eight years he 
has worked in part time and full time music positions in Methodist, Lutheran, Congregational, 
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and Episcopal churches. 
 
Charles often states  that his vocation is "in ministry and music." He looks forward to 
participating  in the life of Ascension Lutheran Church.��
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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Council Election Information 

� �

�
 
Members who have been nominated to date and are wil ling to run for Congregational Officer 

positions: 
 

Terry H  --------Treasurer 
Vicki R   -------- Financial Secretary 

 
For Council Member Positions: 

 
Diane B 
Jim B 

Debbie C 
Jeanette E 
Charles L 

 

Congregational Officers �

Position  
 �

Name� Term �  �

President 
 �

Marie W� 1 year remaining on a 2 year term�  �

Vice President 
 �

Greg A� 1 year remaining on a 2 year term�  �

Secretary 
 �

Trina H� 1 year remaining on a 2 year term�  �

Treasurer 
 �

Terry H� Running for 2 year term� Vote required�

Financial Secretary 
 �

Vicki R� Currently Appointed 
Running for 2 year term�

Vote required�

Bells at Ascension��

The High School/Adult Handbell Choir invites all who are interested in learning to ring to 
come on out and join the fun.  We have a great time each Monday evening in fellowship as 
we rehearse pieces to be shared with the congregation during the regular worship 
services.  NO MUSICAL EXPERIENCE NECESSARY to join the bell choir.  Basic music 
theory and ringing techniques are taught as needed during the rehearsals.  Come make A 
Joyful Noise Unto the Lord each Monday evening from 6:00-7:30 pm with the Bell Choir. 
Rehearsals for the Winter/Spring ringing season resume Monday January 11th at 6:00 pm.�

Any questions call Diane at 708-0365.��
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The Nordic Choir is Coming! 
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 In our ongoing effort to ensure the health and safety in our Nursery and Sunday School, the 
FF/E Committee sponsored CPR classes in December and January. �

������ At our December meeting the committee discussed the importance of the church supporting 
each family’s faith journey in their own homes and the importance of offering opportunities within the 
church for families to be more involved. The Committee reads and discusses a section of Best 
Practices in Faith Formation by Lifelong Faith Associates, a publication that takes a closer look at 
the Faith Formation process for all ages, each month.  It is through this study that we will begin to 
define the mission of this committee.�

������ We are also focusing on identifying and prioritizing the educational needs of the members of 
Ascension.  Please join us for our next meeting on Thursday, January 7, 2010 at 9:00 AM or contact 
the office for more information.  
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     Wonderful Success! 
 

On December 6th the Youth,  with the help of the 3rd, 4th, 5th 
Grade Sunday School class packed up piles of fabulous 
donations! 
The final count that day was a grand total of 154 boxes/bags! The 
assembled containers were then transported to the Girl Scouts to 
be wrapped and given to the participating agencies for 

distribution. 
 

Thank-you to everyone that brought in donations. You not only helped to make 154 
children a bit happier this Christmas, but you supported Ascensions youth.  
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